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Foreword
CHAIRMAN

It is my pleasure to present the Board’s 2021 Annual Report, including
Accounts for the year ending 15 May 2021. Once again – it has been a difficult
year. The effects of Covid -19 are still with us and this year we have
experienced difficult fishing conditions with prolonged low water through the
peak of our salmon runs which has adversely impacted many of our beats.
Our team have once again worked tirelessly to discharge the Boards duties
while at the same time continuing to deal with the restrictions placed on them
by the Covid -19 pandemic and my thanks once again go to them. Details of
their work can be found in this report.
While it has been a difficult year for our team, we also recognise that it has
been another difficult year for our proprietors and the Board have once again
agreed to discount the levy for 2022. This is a smaller discount that for 2021
and it is very unlikely that the Boards finances would be able to support any
further discounts in future years.
It is with some sadness that the board have wished farewell to our CEO, Chris
Conroy. Chris has made an enormous impact in his time with us and he has left
the Board and our river systems in a much better place than they were when
he joined us. His support to Scotland’s wild Atlantic salmon population has,
however, not gone as he has taken up a position with the Atlantic Salmon Trust
where I am sure his expertise and enthusiasm will work to the benefit of us all.
While Chris’s departure has inevitably created some challenges for the Board,
with every challenge comes opportunity and it is with pleasure that I can
announce that Brian Shaw will be joining us as our new CEO in January 2022.
Brian has a wealth of experience working with Atlantic salmon and joins us
from the river Spey Board where he has held the position of Biologist.
Finally, it is also with some sadness that I now end my term as Chairman and
mandate for the Dochfour fishings. It has been a pleasure to have represented
Dochfour and a privilege to have chaired the Board. I joined the Board with a
great enthusiasm for salmon fishing and I leave it with a much greater
knowledge of salmon themselves and of the many challenges they face. In over
50 years fishing for salmon, I have seen good years and bad but I have to
acknowledge that the trend has not been a good one. While the human
population has more than doubled in that time the population of wild Atlantic
salmon has seen a very significant decrease. This reality is mirrored in almost
all other populations of wild creatures and the challenge to stem this tide is a
severe one. I wish all those who take up that challenge the very best fortune.
Michael Martin OBE
Chairman
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About Us
The Ness District Salmon Fishery Board (Ness DSFB) is a statutory body responsible for the protection
and enhancement of salmon and sea trout fisheries in the Ness district. It was constituted under the
1862 and 1868 salmon fisheries legislation, subsequently amended in the Salmon Act 1986 and the
Salmon Conservation (Scotland) Act 2001 and more recently amalgamated under the Salmon and
Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003.
Map showing the extent of the Ness District and the main rivers and lochs therein

Salmon fishing rights in Scotland are private heritable titles that are registered separately from land
and can be bought and sold like any other property. The district boards finance their work by levying
a rate on the salmon fishery owners in the district. The 2003 Act states that a district board shall have
the power to impose an assessment, to be known as the fishery assessment, on each salmon fishery
in their district. The fishery assessment is assessed at such uniform rate as is determined for all
fisheries in the district by the board and shall be levied according to the valuation of a fishery as
entered onto the valuation roll.
Elected representatives of those salmon fishery owners provide the core of the membership of the
board. Since 1986, the boards are required also to include representatives of salmon anglers and
salmon netsmen in the district. A further revision to the constitution of the boards was made in 1999
to allow for even wider representation on the boards by other parties who may have an interest in
salmon stocks or fisheries. A district salmon fishery board may do such acts, execute such works and
incur such expenses as may appear expedient for:
•

The protection or improvement of the fisheries within their district;

•

The increase of salmon (and sea trout); or

•

The stocking of the waters of the district with salmon (and sea trout).
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Our Team
BOARD MEMBERS
Board members are elected triennially with the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation)
(Scotland) Act 2003 specifying who may stand for election, how many may be elected and how many
may represent the lower and upper proprietors. The latest elections took place in September 2019.
Board members are all volunteers and are non-remunerated for their time and effort. The elected
board members subsequently elect one of the members to be their chairman. The current board
members are as follows:
Representatives of Upper
Proprietors

Michael Martin OBE, Chairman (Mandate, Dochfour, River Ness)
Neil Cameron (Mandate, Ness Castle, River Ness)
Scott Mackenzie (Mandate, Ness-side, River Ness)
Angus McGruer (Proprietor, River Oich)
Steven Gray (Mandate, River Moriston)
Paul Williamson (Proprietor, River Garry)

Representatives of Lower
Proprietors

Cllr Janet Campbell (Mandate Highland Council, River Ness)

Co-optees of salmon Anglers and
Tenant Netsmen

Graeme Sutherland (Netsmen)
Graham Mackenzie (Ness District Anglers)
Harry Fraser (Inverness Angling Club)

Although not a legal requirement, the Ness DSFB invites further representation onto the board in a non-voting
capacity.
Non-voting Attendees

Dr. Alastair Stephen (Scottish and Southern Energy)
Kenneth Knott (Forest and Land Scotland)
Nathan Mclaughlan (NatureScot)
Dr. Melanie Smith (UHI Inverness College)
Andrew Steel (Scottish Environment Protection Agency)
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BOARD STAFF
The board employs a number of full and part time staff responsible for the day to day management
and delivery of its core duties and responsibilities:
River Director/Clerk to the Board

Chris Conroy (Resigned October 2021)

Head Water Bailiff

John MacColl

Fisheries Officer

Chris Daphne

Fisheries Assistant

Fiona Stephen (Resigned October 2021)

Part-time Secretary to the Board

April Conroy (Resigned October 2021)

The Ness System
The Ness catchment is the largest in the North Highlands and drains 2,103 square kilometres of land.
The upper reaches extend almost to the west coast, close to Loch Hourn and Loch Nevis. The land
drains east and north through the Great Glen before entering the sea in the Moray Firth at Inverness.
For management purposes the district can be sub-divided into seven key management units.
Ness System Fishery Management Units

Each of these management units is described in further detail below:
•

Ness Coastal - Inverness Firth and smaller coastal burns, particularly important for sea trout but
also salmon;

•

River Ness – The temperature of the main River Ness is kept artificially high by Loch Ness, so it has
no temperature barrier. This unit also incorporates the key tributaries of the main river, including
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the Holm Burn and Allt na Skiach Burn;
•

Loch Ness and Small Tributaries – The famous loch extends to 37km with smaller tributaries, the
mouths of which are important spawning areas for salmon, trout and Arctic charr;

•

Rivers Enrick and Coiltie – Flowing into Urquhart Bay and supporting one of only a few alluvial
woods remaining in the United Kingdom, designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
Also thought to be important spawning areas for summer and autumn salmon and grilse;

•

River Moriston – Designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) for freshwater pearl mussel
and Atlantic salmon. It supports an important ‘spring’ salmon fishery and is heavily impacted by
large scale hydro-electric schemes;

•

Rivers Garry and Oich – The River Oich runs parallel to the Caledonian Canal, with extensive
modifications being made to its course during the construction of the canal. The two rivers are
separated by Loch Oich. Both the Garry and Oich support important ‘spring’ salmon fisheries and
are heavily impacted by large scale hydro-electric schemes; and

•

Rivers Tarff, Foyers and Farigaig – All support salmon populations to a greater or lesser degree
and form important juvenile and nursery areas. They are, however, less important in terms of
angling. The Tarff and Foyers are impacted by hydro-electric schemes.
The upper falls on the River Moriston at Invermoriston

In addition to the above, the Caledonian Canal intersects the Ness system at various points. The canal
runs some 60 miles (97 km) from north-east to south-west. Only one third of the entire length is manmade, the rest being formed by Loch Dochfour, Loch Ness, Loch Oich and Loch Lochy (in the
neighbouring catchment).
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What we Do
FISHERIES MONITORING
The Ness DSFB works in close partnership with others to gain a detailed and up to date understanding
of the status of salmon and sea trout populations within the district. This allows us to make an
informed assessment of the potential impacts of development proposals, assess applications for
scientific and other exemptions to the 2003 Act and to inform our fisheries management activities.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
The principle aim of our fisheries management activities is to maximise the natural production of
salmon and sea trout in the Ness District through the protection and enhancement of spawning
success and juvenile survival. The overall objective is to maximise the number of wild ‘healthy’ salmon
smolts going to sea from our rivers. We work with a wide range of partners to achieve these aims and
objectives.

FISHERIES PROTECTION
The Ness DSFB employs a team of highly experienced and Institute of Fisheries Management (IFM)
Certified water bailiffs. They are responsible for enforcement of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries
(Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003. Our water bailiffs carry out regular patrols of the catchment
throughout the year. They work closely with Police Scotland and officers from other law enforcement
agencies.
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FISHERIES PROMOTION, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Fishing effort on the Ness system has been in decline for a number of years. The fewer the rods fishing
the lower the annual catch. This has a ‘knock on’ effect of further discouraging anglers from fishing,
i.e. a ‘vicious circle’. It is vitally important that measures are taken to break the circle and encourage
more rods on the river, both in the short and longer term.
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Biologists/Activities Report
RIVER GARRY RESTORATION PROJECT
•

Stocking - A total of 222,000 eyed ova were stocked into the River Kingie, Greenfield Burn and
Allt Choire Bhalachain as part of the Garry restoration project. Eggs were planted into artificial
“Redds” which were dug into the river bed.

Approximate estimates for each river are as follows:
▪
▪
▪
•

River Kingie and Tributary = 164,000 ova in 82 Redds
Greenfield Burn = 38,000 ova in 19 Redds
Allt Choire Bhalachain = 20,000 in 10 Redds.

Broodstock Collection - Staff captured and retained a further 300 as brood fish for the Upper
Garry Salmon Restoration Project. Each fish was measured and weighed, fitted with a Passive
Integrated Transponder (PIT) tag, with a tissue sample also taken to allow for genetic profiling.
The fish were temporarily held in a pen on Loch Garry, before being transferred to Drimsallie
Hatchery on the 18th May 2021. This means that we now have three-year classes of fish in the
hatchery, the oldest of which (2018 cohort) will be spawned for a third and final time this
winter.
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FISH POPULATION SURVEYS
•

River Ness Mainstem surveys - The number of mainstem survey sites has been increased from
three to 10. This aims to provide greater resolution and sample a broad range of habitat types.
Sampling was carried out using three pass electrofishing without stop nets (river too wide and
fast).
The ratio of fry (0+ year old) to parr (1+ year old) densities (minimum estimates) varied from
site to site with the given habitat (depth, substrate size, flow, etc), with most more suitable
for one than the other. Overall, despite a decline in rod catch, juvenile populations seem to
be relatively healthy and as expected.

The Salmon fry and parr minimum density estimates (fish per 100 square metre) for each Ness
mainstem site are shown below:

The fry densities recorded in 2021 varied from a low of 10.6 per 100m2 at N2, to a high of 388 per
100m2 at N4. The difference in densities relates to variations in habitat types between sites. If a fish
has spawned in the proximity of the survey reach, then fry densities will be higher. Overall, with an
average fry density of 185 per 100m2, the mainstem populations seem to be relatively healthy.
Parr abundance gives a much better indication of the general ‘health’ of juvenile salmon populations,
because at this stage the fish have distributed across the available habitat. The parr densities recorded
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in 2021 varied from a low of 13 per 100m2 at N8, to a high of 97 per 100m2 at N9. Once again, the
difference in densities was predictable and relates to the predominant habitat types at each site.
Overall, with an average parr density of 51 per 100m2, the population seems to be relatively healthy.
We are often asked why the juvenile salmon population in the River Ness is still classed as being
relatively heathy, despite an obvious decline in the number of returning adults (or spawners). Key to
this is understanding the concept of the ‘carrying capacity’ of the river.
The size of a juvenile salmon population can only grow until it reaches the carrying capacity of its
environment. At that point, resources (such as food and shelter) will not be sufficient to allow the
population to continue growing over the long-term. This means that, even with increasing numbers of
adult spawners, the numbers of smolts escaping from the river will remain constant.
•

National Electrofishing Programme Scotland (NEPS) – Staff completed a total of 30 surveys
for the “NEPS” project. NEPS was designed by scientists from Marine Scotland Science and
funded by the Scottish Government, NatureScot and the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency. It aims to provide a harmonised estimate of the numbers of young salmon across
Scottish rivers. The sampling is delivered locally by DSFBs and fisheries trusts with the support
of the Scottish Fisheries Coordination Centre and FMS. The programme also incorporates a
National Introgression Programme for Scotland (NIPS), which involves the collection of tissue
samples from juvenile salmon to assess the level of introgression with fish of farmed origin.

All data has been submitted along with genetic and scale samples. It was found that overall densities
were good, this was especially noticeable on the Rivers Enrick and Tarff with large densities of both
fry and parr suggesting the importance of these smaller rivers where instream and riparian habitat
was exceptional. A number of sites were surveyed on the lower and upper Moriston with densities
similar to previous years overall. Other sites included a number on the Kingie, Inverviggar and Holm
burn, again densities were similar to previous years. A full report will be available in 2022 once analysis
is complete.
•

MOWI Introgression Study – This MOWI led study aims to make an assessment of the baseline
levels of genetic introgression of farmed salmon in wild populations across the Ness system.
This will allow any change from the baseline situation to be monitored on an ongoing basis.
As part of a three-year baseline study (2018 to 2020), the Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust (and
latterly the Ness DSFB) took samples from up to 30 juvenile salmon from each of 10
representative sites across the Ness system.

A total of 10 annual sites were sampled as part of this study and all samples are with University of
Highlands and Islands for analysis.
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•

River Garry Restoration Stocking Assessment – A total of six sites were surveyed, two
sites on the River Kingie (Upper and Lower) Two sites on the Greenfield Burn and two sites on
Allt Choire Bhalachain. The densities are shown below:

Location
River Kingie Upper
River Kingie Lower
Greenfield Burn 1
Greenfield Burn 2
Allt Choire Bhalachain 1
Allt Choire Bhalachain 2
•

Fry 0+/100m2
26.7
11.6
93.3
122.2
71.5
40

Parr 1++/100m2
7.1
0.8
6.6
6.3
9.4
8

Corrimony Hydro-electric Scheme Electrofishing Survey - This survey was commissioned to
assess fish populations in the River Enrick in relation to the run of river Corrimony
hydroelectric scheme. The aim was to provide information on the presence of Atlantic salmon
in order for the regulator, operator and fisheries interests to assess any potential impacts of
any future changes in the abstraction regime. Atlantic salmon and trout were present at all
six sites surveyed. A report was produced and submitted on 7th October 2021

MORAY FIRTH TRACKING PROJECT
This Atlantic Salmon Trust (AST) led three-year project is the largest of its kind ever undertaken in
Europe. It aims to help identify where and why Atlantic salmon smolts are dying as they migrate down
seven major rivers in the Moray Firth, out through the estuaries and for up to the first 100km of their
oceanic migration. The Moray Firth project partnership is led by the AST and is comprised of the
Glasgow University, six District Salmon Fishery Boards/Fishery Trusts and Marine Scotland.
The plan was to catch, acoustically tag and release a total of 100 salmon smolts in each of the seven
rivers. On the 6th April 2021, the Ness team was the first to acoustically tag a smolt of the appropriate
length and weight (minimum of 130mm and 20g). On the 25th April 2021, we went on to be the first
team to tag the target number of 100 fish. Given our success, together with the fact that smolts were
still running, the Atlantic Salmon Trust provided us with an additional 20 tags (worth a total of £4,000),
all of which were used by the 30th April 2021. This will add more resolution to the Ness data.
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It was extremely encouraging to see all of the tagged fish swim away strongly. This is a testament to
the rigorous training undertaken by our staff and the detailed procedures and protocols that were put
in place to minimise harm or destress to the fish. The 16 in-river receivers were retrieved by early
summer. The data will be analysed by the AST and University of Glasgow team and we look forward
to seeing how the fish faired on their journey to the sea.
Looking ahead to Year 3 of the project (and subject to the results of this year’s study) we are keen to
test a number of potential management actions aimed at increasing smolt survival. In addition to
taking a closer look at impact of the Caledonian Canal at Ness Weir, we are keen to test a ‘tracking
and trucking’ operation at Loch Oich.
The results of the 2019 tracking work suggested high mortality in Loch Oich (approximately 22% of
tagged fish went missing before reaching the River Oich). This is believed to be due to a combination
of both predation (piscivorous) and fish being lost to the Caledonian Canal in both and east and west
bound direction. Trapping fish at the Garry Estuary and subsequently transporting and releasing them
in the upper River Oich could potentially mitigate these losses.
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SCOTTISH INVASIVE SPECIES INITIATIVE (SISI)
SISI is a four-year partnership project. It aims to work with local organisations and volunteers to
control invasive non-native species along riversides in Northern Scotland. SISI is led by NatureScot and
is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and by in-kind support from project partners and volunteers.
Invasive non-native species (INNS) are having a significant negative impact on our freshwater and
riparian (riverside) environments. They are responsible for the decline of native species and cause
effects like bank erosion. SISI aims to halt and control the spread of invasive species, undertake habitat
restoration and encourage the return of our native wildlife.
American Skunk Cabbage – Staff continued with the challenge of mechanically removing the
significant stands of American Skunk cabbage at Ballindarroch. This work started last year at the
downstream limit of the burn, it was noticed here that there was a huge reduction in the density of
plants in this area with all being very small these were dug up and removed. Removal was extended
to from here for approximately 500m upstream with 100’s of plants removed. This area will be
monitored again next year and any subsequent regrowth removed.
Giant Hogweed – Treatment continued on the mainstem River Ness and Little Mill Burn in Munlochy.
The work carried out by the Ness DSFB team over the last three years has really made a difference,
with significantly less plants present than in previous years.

Japanese Knotweed - Staff carried out Japanese Knotweed control at Urquahart Bay Woods at
Drumnadrochit with approximately 1500 individual stems injected with Glyphosate. It was clear that
there has been a marked reduction in the density of stands of Knotweed compared to last year with
individual smaller plants present, this enabled staff to also treat areas not treated in previous years.
It is vital that treatments continue here in order to further deplete any regrowth, it is however, a
mammoth task.
In addition, treatment of Japanese Knotweed along the right bank of the River Ness from the Westlink
bridge down to Ness Islands was completed. Plants were rather sporadic and small with just a
relatively small number injected. It seems Knotweed here is at last starting to disappear but again
continued treatment and monitoring will be required.
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Staff also carried out treatment of Japanese Knotweed at a new site at Dores Beach. There were 3
fairly large stands and over 1500 stems were injected with Glyphosate. Staff will return next year and
repeat the process.
A number of Japanese Knotweed sites treated last year were surveyed, these were at the Littlemill
Burn at Munlochy and at Milton of Leys Drainage channel in Inverness. Both sites showed no regrowth.
These sites will again be surveyed next year and any regrowth treated accordingly.
Himalayan Balsam – Approximately 2km of riverbank along the river Enrick was cleared of Himalayan
Balsam although as time was limited there are still large areas to clear. Tackling this plant is relatively
simple and involves hand pulling before the plants set seed.
A new biosecurity plan for the Ness catchment was produced.
The Scottish Invasive Species Initiative won the RSPB ‘Nature of Scotland’ award in the Coasts and
waters category.

PACIFIC PINK SALMON
A number of Pink salmon were captured and observed in 2021 although it seems that numbers were
much lower than in 2017 it is likely that more fish entered the Ness unobserved. Of the fish that
were captured post mortem examinations were carried out.
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eDNA Sampling for Pacific Pink Salmon - Working with Marine Scotland and NatureScot, weekly
Environmental DNA (eDNA) samples from the River Ness to monitor for the presence of Pacific pink
salmon were taken. Fish and other organisms release eDNA into the river environment via faeces,
mucus, gametes, etc. This can be detected through the collection, filtration and DNA sequencing of
water samples. This project aims to test the viability of this approach to monitoring or the present of
this invasive non-native species

FRESHWATER PEARL MUSSELS
Approximately 600 juvenile salmonids were successfully encysted on the River Moriston. It is hoped
to carry out juvenile mussel surveys in 2022 to assess the last stage of this process as any mussels’
present will now be identifiable. It is estimated that we have encysted over 3000 juvenile salmonids
to date.

CONTRACTS AND FISH RESCUES
In May 2021 the team completed a fish rescue on the Allt Na H-Innse Beag and Allt Lagain Bhain
(tributaries of the upper River Moriston opposite the MOWI Hatchery) on behalf of Story Contracting
limited. This allowed for a temporary realignment of the burn to facilitate bridge replacement works
on the A887 Skye Road.
The Ness DSFB team completed two fish rescues at the Ness Hydro site prior to the draining of a
section of the Whin Park Lade and installation of a coffer dam in the River Ness. Over 1,400 fish were
safely relocated (juvenile salmon and trout, eels, lamprey ammoecetes and stickleback).
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On the 7th and 12th of July 2021, the Ness DSFB team completed pre-planned fish rescues on the
Holm Burn in Inverness to facilitate repairs to Torbreck Bridge. This was a continuation of last year’s
works, which were abandoned due to high water. Over 200 salmon, trout and eels were safely
relocated downstream of the works area.

On the 22nd July 2021, the team completed a large scale pre-planned fish rescue on the River Enrick
as part of the Drumnadrochit Flood Protection Scheme. Over 1,500 juvenile salmon, trout, eel and
lamprey safely relocated downstream to facilitate the creation of a temporary dry working area.
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NATIONAL ADULT SAMPLING PROJECT (ASSESS)
This initiative is funded by Marine Scotland Science and delivered in partnership with Fisheries
Management Scotland and Scottish Fisheries Coordination Centre. The objective was to trial different
approaches to obtaining biological data from rod caught adult salmon across Scotland (specifically
length, weight, sex and age) for use in national and international stock assessments. Here on the Ness,
ghillies sampled the majority (47) of the target 50 fish, with a subsample of 5 fish measured under
sedation by Ness DSFB biologists to gain a more accurate measure.

EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION
BBC Winterwatch: The first week of this year’s BBC Winterwatch featured daily articles on Atlantic
salmon in the River Ness, including live images of salmon.
BBC Landward: Chris Conroy was interviewed for BBC Landward regarding the Ferox Tracking Project,
due to air in the spring.
Warden’s Watch: Chris Conroy was interview for American podcast ‘Warden’s Watch’ which feature
interviews with fish and wildlife enforcement officers.
SFCC Biologist’s Conference: Chris Daphne give a presentation to the Scottish Fisheries Co-ordination
centre regarding the work of the Ness DSFB over the last year
Chris Conroy and Chris Daphne were both invited to speak at the Institute of Fisheries Management
(IFM) Virtual Aquatic Habitat Restoration Conference on the 19th and 20th July 2021. Chris C gave a
presentation on ‘Using Technology to Monitor Salmonid Spawning Behaviour’, with Chris D talking
about ‘Restoring and Protecting the Freshwater Pearl Mussel’.
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Chris Daphne delivered a talk and presentation on the current status of the European Eel, its biology
and the issues faced by the species to the Scottish Wildlife Trust Northern Region.

TRAINING
Chris Conroy and Fiona Stephen completed a spraying course via the Scottish invasive species
initiative.
Chris Conroy, Chris Daphne and Fiona Stephen completed a First Aid at work course.
Fiona Stephen completed the IFM bailiff exam.
Fiona Stephen completed the SFCC Introduction to Electrofishing course

SCOTTISH FISHERIES CO-ORDINATION CENTRE ELECTROFISHING TRAINING
Chris Daphne is currently the SFCC instructor for the Northern region electrofishing training courses,
teaching the introductory, Team leader and team leader refresher course.
In 2021 a number of courses were held in the Inverness area and also one course on the River Naver.
Ten candidates (four from Naver and six from Ness) completed the introductory course.
A total of six candidates completed the team leader course and a further six candidates completed
the team leader refresher course.

Ness District Rod Catches
SALMON ROD CATCHES
The provisional total of 445 salmon and grilse reported in 2021 represented a significant decrease on
the previous year (767 fish). It is likely that COVID-19 has affected fishing effort and the low water
conditions has inevitably had a significant impact on some beats. The catches were significantly below
both the five- and 10-year averages (867 and 906 fish respectively).
SALMON NET CATCHES
Many of the original salmon netting stations in the Ness district were ‘bought out’ by the Atlantic
Salmon Conservation Trust (ASCT) in the 1980. This resulted in a significant reduction in the total
numbers of net caught salmon reported in the district. Those remaining are net and coble fisheries,
which use a ‘sweep net’ paid out from a boat and worked from the shore and those remaining nets
have not operated this year.
SEA TROUT ROD CATCHES
The Moray Firth once supported a prolific rod and line fishery for sea trout, with the total annual
reported Ness district catch peaking at 3,540 fish in 1960. Reported catches have steadily decreased
since that point, which we believe is largely due to continued and significant ‘under reporting’ of sea
trout catches.
The provisional total catch for 2021 is 40. It is very possible that there is still significant under reporting
of catches and this continues to be a concern.
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CATCH SUMMARY
With salmon numbers already in decline across the North Atlantic, the additional impacts of a very dry
summer together with the lingering effects of COVID-19 have made this an extremely challenging
fishing season.
We can only hope that this season has been a ‘one off’ bad year and that 2022 will restore our
confidence that, despite the many challenges that Atlantic salmon face, the world population is
holding its ground.

Fish Counter Data
Fish counter data is not available at the present time

Fisheries Protection
WATER BAILIFFS
A DSFB may appoint persons to act as ‘water bailiffs’, responsible for enforcing the provisions of the
Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 (SAFFA). Through the 2021
fishing season the Ness DSFB employed a team of four full time staff to deliver its fisheries monitoring,
management and protection duties. Three of these held a ‘Warrant of Appointment’ and were
supported by a team of four ‘voluntary’ water bailiff working under restricted warrants.
The following enforcement actions took place during the year.
ACTION

SAFFA Warnings

DETAILS

NUMBER OF
INDIVIDUALS

Fishing for salmon
without legal right or
permission (Section 6
Offence).

NOTES

44

X12 River Ness, x8
Loch Ness (including
x2 boats)

Fishing for sea trout
without legal right or
permission (Section 6
Offence).

21

In the moray firth

Fishing during the weekly
close time (Sunday)
(Section 13 Offence)

4

x1 River Ness, x3 coast

7

Loch Ness

6

Loch Garry x4 loch
Oich x2

Fishing from the shore
with more than one rod
for salmonids (Section 3A
Offence).
Rod unattended and
hence used as a set line
(Section 4 Offence).
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SAFFA Charges

Fishing for eels in
contravention of the
(Prohibition on Fishing
for Eels) (Scotland)
Regulations 2008

1

River Ness Estuary

Illegal possession of
equipment that could be
used to take salmon
without legal right or
permission (Section 9
Offence).

3

River Ness (three
individuals fishing
together

Fishing from a boat with
more than four rods
(Section 3A Offence)

1

Loch Ness

Illegal possession of
equipment that could be
used to take salmon
without legal right or
permission (Section 9
Offence).

1

River Ness

A total of four joint fisheries protection patrols were completed with Police Scotland Wildlife Officers
throughout the Ness system during 2021. These high visibility ‘overt’ patrols are designed to have a
deterrent effect, but also build upon important relationships between our team and Police Scotland.
Police Scotland also carried out patrols when periods of high activity were being reported which
resulted in one person prosecuted for fishing for eels and a number of warnings given to four other
individuals.
In addition, a number of unattended set lines (baited lines set from the shore) were recovered
throughout 2021 at various location within the catchment. This is a section 1 or 2 offence.
Three of our full-time warranted officers completed their conflict resolution and handcuffing refresher
training course on the 1st and 2nd of September 2021. The training provider was ‘Streetwise Training’.
There has been no bailiffs conference now for 2 years due to Covid 19 restrictions.
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Conservation Policy
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Financial Summary
CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD
The accounts for the year ended 15th May 2021 are included in this section of the report. They show
a deficit of £(14,836). This variance is due to the 50% discount applied to this years Levy. ‘Project’ and
‘Other’ income associated with contract work continues to mitigate this deficit.
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic continues to have and economic impact on salmon fisheries in the
Ness district fishery. To limit this burden and minimise the long-term impact on Ness DSFB operations,
we have once again reviewed our latest budget and reserves and applied a 12.5% reduction to the
2021/22 fisheries assessment. We hope that this will help to ease the burden on proprietors whilst
allowing us to continue to do all we can to understand where and why our salmon are 'disappearing'
and work within the existing legal framework to reverse that trend. The Boards finances are unlikely
to be able to sustain further discounts to the Levy.

Michael Martin
Chairman
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Financial Report
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